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They came in a burry and found their way
to Mary and Joseph, and the baby.
—Luke 2:16

God Uses Those s %
Are Humble




God with Us
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Many people miss God’s gift of Jesus Christ because the gospel is simple. That may
explain why the angels announced the coming of Christ to a very unlikely group of people.

God could have chosen anyone on earth to hear the birth announcement of the
Savior of the world. He could have chosen kings or rulers or the rich. Instead, God chose
the shepherds. In Jesus’s day, shepherds were the outcasts of society. They didn’t get invited
to the A-list parties in Jerusalem because they worked with sheep. That means their
appearance was dirty, and they smelled like sheep. Nobody wanted to be around the
shepherds. Yet of all the people He could have chosen that first Christmas, it was the
shepherds to whom God chose to announce the birth of Jesus Christ. We find their story in
Luke 2:8-12:

In the same region there were some shepherds staying out in the fields and keeping watch over their
Sflock by night. And an angel of the Lord suddenly stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terribly frightened. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraidy for
behold, I bring you good news of great joy which will be for all the people; for today in the city of
David there has been born for yon a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign _for yon: you
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”

Why did God choose to announce this good news to the shepherds? Because the
shepherds were humble. They knew they were sinners. We can see the shepherds” humility in
the way they responded to the news in Luke 2:15-16:

When the angels had gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds began saying to one another,
“Let us go straight to Bethlehem then, and see this thing that has happened which the Lord has made
known to us.” So they came in a hurry and found their way to Mary and Joseph, and the baby as He
lay in the manger.

How did the shepherds respond to this good news from the angels? They dropped
everything they were doing and ran to Bethlehem to see this Child.

Why were the shepherds so eager to see Jesus? I think it’s one word the angel used:
“There has been born for you a Savior.” These shepherds understood their sin and their need
for forgiveness, and that’s why they resonated with the word “Savior.” They ran immediately

to see the one who had been born to save them.
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The only way to appreciate the humility of the shepherds is to contrast their reaction
to that of another group of people in Jerusalem that night—the religious leaders. When the
religious leaders heard the news that the Messiah they had studied and talked about for
hundreds of years had finally arrived, what did they do? Nothing. They stayed in Jerusalem.
Why is that? Simply put, the religious leaders didn’t think they needed a Savior. They
thought they were good enough. But the shepherds understood their need for God. That’s
why God chose to deliver the good news to them first.

When you see the shepherds in a nativity scene, ask yourself: “Do I humble myself
before God? Do I understand that I am a sinner and that I have no hope of heaven apart
trom faith in Jesus Christ?”

God uses those who are humble.

Questions for Reflection

1. What does the shepherds’ story teach us about God’s love for all people?

2. What can you do to celebrate the Savior this Christmas?
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